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What is Zakah? 



Lexically, the word Zakah covers two meanings. 

1. Purification 

2. Growth and increase 

In the terminology of the Quran and Sunnah, Zakah is the portion of asset that 
is made mandatory to be spent in the ways specified by Allah Ta’ala. 

Benefits of Zakah 



Zakah has two straightforward benefits. 

Firstly, the payer himself gets purified from inner germs of the spiritual 
diseases. 

Secondly, Zakah helps those who are not able to fulfill their needs 
independently. For e.g. orphans, widows, handicaps, poor people etc. 



Allah Ta’ala says in Surah Taubah: 

JJAUI kUlj ffS Ifiui t^LLa £l Ij^aj L$j ffclijjj Jflaj Allu a Q* A 

(103) 



Take sadaqah (obligatory alms) out of their wealth through which you 
may cleanse and purify them, and pray for them. Indeed, your prayer 
is a source of peace for them. And Allah is (All-) Hearing, (All-) 
Knowing. (103) 

At-Taubah 9:103 



This verse has explicitly mentioned the first benefit i.e. purification of inner 
self. The second benefit is not mentioned in this verse. It points to the fact 
that the real purpose and objective of paying Zakah is the purification of one’s 
own self, though the second benefit exists in its inference. (Ma'ariful Quran) 



Retribution for not giving Zakah 

Allah Ta’ala says in the Quran: 



)^alf <— iI^xj All) Jaxui Uj (—All! ji£j 

i ■* ^ o * S } o } } -- o > > . -- ^ o * . •- o a a 

>■* jb fji (34 

(35) ^ U \jtjA U 
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“As for those who accumulate gold and silver and do not spend it 
in the way of Allah, give them the ‘good’ news of a painful 
punishment” (34) on the day it (the wealth) will be heated up in 
the fire of jahannam, then their foreheads and their sides and 
their backs shall be branded with it: “this is what you had 
accumulated for yourselves. So, taste what you have been 
accumulating. ”(35) 

At-Tawbah 9:34-35 



The holy prophet (PBUH) said: 

£-a^) V) SjSJJl £-La La 

Every nation that does not give Zakah, Allah Ta’ala will 
afflict them with a drought. 



Narrated Abu Huraira: Allah’s Messenger (PBUH) said, 

All! JLa Ah\ Jli 1 Alii & 

^ aJLa Ji* AjUQ ULa aIji :^L>j 

xj AjIaJ^Jj aLIj A^aUaI) ^ jj Aijlaj ^LLujJ 4j f 
.AjV).... n Quavj U ;Uj pj Cf LIJLa Ul ; JjjL 



“The person whom Allah has bestowed with wealth, yet does not 
give its Zakah, on the Day of Judgment, his wealth will be turned 
into venomous bald serpent with two black spots over the eyes (or 
two poisonous glands in its mouth) which will wind around his 
neck and bite his jaws and say: ‘I am your wealth, I am your 
treasure.’ “Then the Prophet (PBUH) recited the holy Verse: “Let 
not those who covetously withhold....” (to the end of the Verse). 
Sahih Al-Bukhari Hadith 1315 and 4199 



Payer of Zakah 



Zakah must be paid by the one who is: 

1- Muslim 

2- Major (Baligh) 

3- Sane 

4- Sahib-un -nisaab (owner of wealth above the level of nisaab 1 ) 

Above-mentioned four conditions are described respectively in the 
following lines: 



1 The description of nisaab in this write up is mentioned in the topic “Definition of nisaab ” 
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• Zakah is not obligatory on a non-Muslim as Zakah is an ibadah (an act 
of pure worship) and a non-Muslim is not obliged to carry out the 
ibadah of Islam. 1 

• A person must be major to qualify as a Zakah payer. Minors are not 
under a fard obligation to perform acts of ibadah such as prayers 
(salaat) and fasting (saum) because they lack legal capacity. They are 
accordingly exempt from paying Zakah by reason of absence of legal 
capacity. 2 

• The Zakah payer must be sane. In this regard, two situations must be 
distinguished: 

i. The child who at maturity is insane. In this case, the insane 
person upon regaining his intellect is exempt from payment of 
Zakah for the duration of his insanity. Liability for Zakah 
attaches to him from the time he regains his sanity and 
accordingly his Zakah year is calculated from such date. 

ii. The person although sane at the time of maturity subsequently 
thereto becomes insane. In this case, if the insanity lasts for a 
whole year, the insane person is exempt from Zakah for this 
period, and his Zakah year is therefore deemed to commence 
from the date of recovery of sanity. On the other hand, if the 
insanity remains for a part of the year, then he is liable for the 
Zakah of that year. 3 

• Nisaab is described in the following lines. 

Definition of Nisaab 

Nisaab is the threshold or line, which separates those who are duty bound to 
give Zakah from those who are not. In other words, Nisaab is the minimum 
amount of wealth whose owner is deemed to be wealthy in the conception of 
Shari’ah and Zakah is obligatory on him. 4 For example, one who owns 87.48 
grams of gold or 612.36 grams of silver or its equivalent amount of cash or 
trading assets etc. is called Sahib-un-nisaab and it is obligatory on him to pay 
Zakah (i.e. 2.5% of his total zakatable assets) to those who deserve Zakah. A 
detailed description of those that are eligible to receive Zakah is described in 
the coming topic “Recipient of Zakah” 

Zakah on debts 

Debts can be classified into two types: 

1 . Receivables i.e. owed to oneself e.g. Loans given to somebody. 



1 Hashiah Ibn-e-Aabideen pg: 259 vol: 2. 

2 Badai ’us-sanai, Fatawa Hashiah Ibn-e-Aabideen pg: 258 vol: 2 

1 Badai ’us-sanai. Pg: 382, Vol: 2 

4 Ahkam-e-Zakah by Mufti Muhammd Rafi Usmani pg: 11 
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2. Payable to others e.g. Money borrowed from somebody. 

Debts receivable from others 

There are different types of debt receivables. The ruling of Zakah for each kind 
of debt receivable is different from the other. It is therefore pertinent to first 
understand all these types of debts receivable. 

Types of Debts Receivable 

Imam Abu Hanifah (R.A.) has classified debts into three categories, namely: 

1. Trade Debts 

2. Non-Trade Debts 

3. Other Debts 

1. Trade Debts are called dain qawiyy(isjs <>>) in the terminology of Islamic 
Jurisprudence. These debts are those that arise in respect of: 

(a) Trading stock sold and delivered in the ordinary course of 
business; 

(b) Moneys lent and advanced; 

(c) The loan of gold and silver. 

For example, a trader sells goods (on credit) to another for purchase 
price of Rs.5,000/-; or A lends B Rs. 10,000/-. The ruling for this class of debts 
is that the creditor, upon receiving the amount owing to him, is obliged to pay 
Zakah for the entire preceding period of credit. 

2. Non-Trade Debts are called dain mutawassit l«j). These debts are 

those that arise in respect of the sale of goods other than the trading stock. 
For example, the purchase price of the sale of personal clothing, or motor 
vehicle or land. 

The preferable view, which is one of the two views narrated from Imam 
Abu Hanifah, in the case of such debts 1 is that Zakah is not payable for the 
preceding years but is only payable for the Zakah year calculated from the time 
of repayment of the debt. 

3. Other debts are called dain Zaeef lh j ). These debts are those that do 
not arise from the sale of goods or property. For example, debts receivables in 
respect of inheritance, dowry, rentals, wages, and provident fund payments. 

The ruling for this class of debts is that Zakah is not payable unless full 
amount is paid and one Zakah year passes thereon after payment. No Zakah is 
payable for preceding years. 2 



1 As is mentioned in Badai-us-sanai (written by Allama Kasani, a well renowned Muslim Jurist) and in 
Imdadid fatawa pg: 46 vol: 2. 

2 Badai-us-sanai. Pg: 392, Vol: 2 
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Debts payable to others 

Zakah payer, in order to be sahib-un-nisaab, must be free of debts. If he 
is indebted to his creditors, then the amount of his debts must be deducted 
from the total value of those assets on which Zakah is levied. The balance 
remaining will be subject to Zakah. If there is no balance remaining, no Zakah 
is obligatory. 



It should be kept in mind, that the ruling mentioned above regarding the 
treatment of debts payable is related to the person who is not a corporate 
businessman. However, if some one has a corporate business, then the ruling is 
that, only those debts are to be deducted from zakatable assets that have been 
utilized in purchasing fixed assets such as machinery etc. On the other hand, if 
debts of a corporate businessman are utilized in purchasing zakatable assets 
such as inventory etc., then they will not be deducted from the total value of 
the assets on which Zakah is levied. 1 

Recipients of Zakah 

The Holy Quran has fixed eight categories of recipients in verse 60 of the Surah 
Taubah. The Arabic text of the verse along with its translation is as follows: 



“The Sadaqat (prescribed alms) are (meant) only to be given to 
the poor, the needy, to those employed to collect them, to those 
whose hearts are to be won, in the cause of the slaves and those 
encumbered with debt, in the way of Allah and to a wayfarer. 

This is an obligation prescribed by Allah. Allah is All Knowing, 

Wise.” (60) 

There is a consensus amongst the jurists that the disbursement of Zakah is 
solely confined to these eight recipients. The Holy Prophet Ail was 

once asked by a Companion to give the latter Zakah. The Holy Prophet Ail 
replied: 



1 Islam Aur Jadeed Ma ’ishatAur Tijarat by Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani . Pg: 64 



Note 
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